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JACKSON L. GRAVES FOUNDATION FUNDS EQUIPMENT FOR WASHINGTON REGIONAL NEONATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT
FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. --- The neonatal intensive care unit at Washington Regional Medical Center will now have a completed breastmilk lab and a new recliner for Kangaroo Care, thanks to a recent gift from the Jackson L. Graves Foundation.  Proceeds from a raffle held at the Foundation’s Red, White & Baby Blue Fundraiser in June, as well as a grant from the Bikes, Blues & BBQ Foundation help make this gift to Washington Regional possible.  “I cannot say enough about the Jackson L Graves Foundation and how fortunate our NICU is to be a recipient of their hard work and dedication. Their desire to improve healthcare for sick and premature infants is very evident”, said Carla Rider, RNC, BSN MBA, Director of Women’s Services.  Co-Founder of the Jackson L. Graves Foundation, Angie Graves, adds, “We are always excited to find new opportunities to make a difference, and we are pleased to be able to provide support directly to infants and their families in our local hospitals.”
The NICU at Washington Regional Medical Center is a level III unit which provides advanced care to some of the smallest and sickest of infants.  The unit has a high percentage of successful breastfeeding moms which prompted the need for additional milk warmers in their milk lab.  The Jackson L. Graves Foundation has funded two waterless warmers to complete the lab. According to information provided by NICU staff, the utilization of waterless warmers will reduce the contamination risk of warming in water and allow for easy re-warming which protects the essential nutrients of expressed breast milk. 
In addition to the milk warmers, the Foundation has funded the purchase of a recliner to be used for Kangaroo Care.  The recliners will aid parents in providing skin to skin contact with their babies which has been proven to increase healing time for critical care infants.  Amanda Bondurant, RNC, NICU Staff Nurse/Clinical Educator had this to say of the recliner, “It will be exciting to provide more comprehensive care by allowing parents to have more bonding time with their baby.”  

The Jackson L. Graves Foundation, established by James and Angie Graves in memory of their son, Jackson Lee Graves, is a charitable organization dedicated to improving care for infants who are the very sickest babies in need of complex medical attention. The mission of the Foundation is to improve the quality of life for neonatal and pediatric patients and families involved in critical care situations.  It exists to provide family-centered care in the NICU environment to make trying times as comfortable, complete, hopeful and peaceful as possible. 
For more information, contact Mitzi Traxson at 479-466-6103. The Foundation’s website is www.jacksongraves.org. There is also a website at www.caringbridge.org/ar/jacksongraves that details Jackson’s life.
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